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Reserves and the Pollock Incidental
Catch Allowance (ICA)

Regulations at § 679.20(b)(1)(i) require
that 15 percent of the TAC for each
target species or species group, except
for the hook-and-line and pot gear
allocation of sablefish, be placed in a
non-specified reserve. The AFA
supersedes this provision for pollock by
requiring that the 2002 TAC for this
species be fully allocated among the
CDQ program, the ICA, inshore, catcher/
processor, and mothership directed
fishery allowances.

Regulations at § 679.20(b)(1)(iii)
require that one-half of each TAC
amount placed in the non-specified
reserve, with the exception of squid, be
allocated to the groundfish CDQ reserve
and that 20 percent of the hook-and-line
and pot gear allocation of sablefish be
allocated to the fixed gear sablefish CDQ
reserve. Section 206(a) of the AFA
requires that 10 percent of the pollock
TAC be allocated to the pollock CDQ
reserve. With the exception of the hook-
and-line and pot gear sablefish CDQ
reserve, the regulations do not further

apportion the CDQ reserves by gear.
Regulations at § 679.21(e)(1)(i) also
require that 7.5 percent of each PSC
limit, with the exception of herring, be
withheld as a prohibited species quota
(PSQ) reserve for the CDQ fisheries.
Regulations governing the management
of the CDQ and PSQ reserves are set
forth at §§ 679.30 and 679.31.

Under section 206(b) of the AFA,
NMFS allocates a pollock ICA of 4
percent of the pollock TAC after
subtraction of the 10 percent CDQ
reserve. This is unchanged from the 4
percent ICA specified for 2001. The
2002 allowance is based on an
examination of the incidental catch of
pollock in non-pollock target fisheries
from 1997 through 2001. During this 4-
year period, the incidental catch of
pollock ranged from a low of 3 percent
in 1998 to a high of about 6 percent in
1997, with a 4-year average of 4 percent.
In 2001, the actual incidental catch was
only 3 percent of the TAC which
resulted in 12,000 mt of pollock
reallocated to the directed fishing
allowance for non-CDQ fisheries in the
fall (66 FR 49146, September 26, 2001).

Based on this experience, NMFS
believes that a 2002 ICA of 4 percent is
appropriate, because the biomass has
increased for 2002 to 2.1 million tons
and there is the potential for increased
bycatch of pollock in other groundfish
fisheries.

The regulations do not designate the
remainder of the non-specified reserve
by species or species group, and any
amount of the reserve may be
reapportioned to a target species or to
the ‘‘other species’’ category during the
year, providing that such
reapportionments do not result in
overfishing. The Regional Administrator
has determined that the ITACs specified
for the species listed in Table 4 need to
be supplemented from the non-specified
reserve because U.S. fishing vessels
have demonstrated the capacity to
harvest the full TAC allocations.
Therefore, in accordance with
§ 679.20(b)(3), NMFS is apportioning
the amounts shown in Table 4 from the
non-specified reserve to increase the
ITAC to an amount that is equal to TAC
minus the CDQ reserve.

Pollock Allocations Under the AFA

Section 206(a) of the AFA requires the
allocation of 10 percent of the BSAI
pollock TAC as a directed fishing
allowance to the CDQ program. The
remainder of the BSAI pollock TAC,
after the subtraction of an allowance for
the incidental catch of pollock by
vessels, including CDQ vessels,
harvesting other groundfish species,
must be allocated as follows: 50 percent
to catcher vessels harvesting pollock for
processing by the inshore component,
40 percent to catcher/processors and
catcher vessels harvesting pollock for
processing by catcher/processors in the
offshore component, and 10 percent to
catcher vessels harvesting pollock for

processing by motherships in the
offshore component. These amounts are
listed in Table 5.

The AFA also contains several
specific requirements concerning
pollock and pollock allocations. First,
paragraph 210(c) of the AFA requires
that not less than 8.5 percent of the
pollock allocated to vessels for
processing by offshore catcher/
processors be available for harvest by
offshore catcher vessels listed in section
208(b) harvesting pollock for processing
by offshore catcher/processors listed in
paragraph 208(e). Second, paragraph
208(e)(21) of the AFA specifies that
catcher/processors eligible to fish for
pollock under such paragraph are
prohibited from harvesting in the

aggregate a total of more than one-half
of a percent (0.5 percent) of the pollock
allocated to vessels for processing by
offshore catcher/processors. Third,
paragraph 210(e)(1) of the AFA specifies
that no particular individual,
corporation, or other entity may harvest,
through a fishery cooperative or
otherwise, a total of more than 17.5
percent of the pollock available to be
harvested in the directed pollock
fishery. Other provisions of the AFA,
including inshore pollock cooperative
allocations and AFA harvest limitations
are discussed later in this section. Table
5 lists the 2001 allocations of pollock
TAC as described by the AFA.
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TABLE 4.—APPORTIONMENT OF RESERVES TO ITAC CATEGORIES 

[All amounts are in metric tons] 

Species—area or subarea Reserve 
amount Final ITAC 

Atka mackerel—Western Aleutian District ............................................................................................................... 1,478 18,223 
Atka mackerel—Central Aleutian District ................................................................................................................ 1,785 22,015 
Atka mackerel—Eastern Aleutian District and Bering Sea subarea ....................................................................... 413 5,088 
Pacific ocean perch—Western Aleutian District ...................................................................................................... 425 5,236 
Pacific ocean perch—Central Aleutian District ........................................................................................................ 230 2,831 
Pacific ocean perch—Eastern Aleutian District ....................................................................................................... 260 3,201 
Pacific cod—BSAI .................................................................................................................................................... 15,000 185,000 
Northern rockfish—Aleutian Islands subarea .......................................................................................................... 506 6,236 
Shortraker/Rougheye rockfish—Aleutian Islands subarea ...................................................................................... 68 843 
Greenland turbot—Bering Sea subarea .................................................................................................................. 402 4,958 
Greenland turbot—Aleutian Islands subarea .......................................................................................................... 198 2,442 

Total .................................................................................................................................................................. 20,765 256,076 


